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Fun Facts about Bamboo 

Bamboo is divided into two major types: Running bamboo and 

Clumping bamboo. 

Running bamboos can form the beautiful bamboo forest/bamboo sea 

that we often see in a movie. 

Clumping bamboos’ footprint expands slowly each year and usually in 

inches rather than feet. 

Bamboo is a grass which can range from inches-tall dwarfs to giants 

towering more than 110 feet tall. Many clumping bamboos range 10-70 

feet in height. 

Bamboo is the fastest growing plant. Moso bamboo has been recorded 

to grow 35 inches in one day.  

In well-established bamboo forests, a new shoot can grow to its full 

height in a matter of weeks, after which the culm will not grow taller or 

thicker. 

If a bamboo culm gets cut, it will not grow taller, but leaf out on the 

existing culm. 

Bamboo rarely flowers. Some varieties can take up to 120 years to 

flower. The parent plant often dies after flowering. 
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Fun Facts about Bamboo 

Currently, there are about 1200 different varieties of bamboo identified 

in the world. 

Bamboo is your Eco-friendly plant option. By absorbing 5x the amount 

of CO2 and producing up to 35% more oxygen than standard trees in 

the same amount of space, planting bamboo is a great way to help the 

Earth. 

Bamboo is naturally bacteria and pest resistant, so there is usually no 

need for the use of pesticides or any other chemicals. 

Bamboo comes in many colors. It can be green, blue, white, red, black, 

yellow, gold, or multi-colored. 

Bamboo can have stripes or dots on their canes. 

The uses of bamboo include: food, tea, medicine, fabric, paper, housing, 

spiritual inspiration decor, traditional weapons, toys and so much more. 

Bamboo is a very versatile material. It can be cut, bent, split, sliced, tied, 

carved, sculpted, dried, chopped, crafted …… the list goes on and on… 
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